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| ntroduction:

This submission deals with recreational rockclingbim the context of Evans Crown
Nature Reserve. That it concentrates largely andimgle activity is due to the fact that
the Club’s main purpose and expertise reside sftbid. However rockclimbers may
also enjoy some of the other recreational actiwitieailable within the unique setting that
the Reserve provides.

Sydney Rockclimbing Club (SRC) has been in exigtdnoc 55 years. In that time there
has been considerable growth in the numbers atidotthe sport. In recent years, aware
of the increasing impacts, we have worked with larahagers, and climber-initiated
groups such as Blue Mountains Cliffcare, to addpesblems resulting from our activity
and to educate climbers in best practice procedures

Rockclimbing is a legitimate recreational activéilyd is undertaken in many countries
around the world. Consequently there is a considetaody of knowledge dealing with
the management of rockclimbing in protected areas.

By consulting and working with bodies such as NPWéSbelieve climbers can develop

opportunities to engage in our recreation in a thay does not compromise the natural
and cultural values of Evans Crown Nature Reseovempinge on other users.
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Comments:

In its earliest pages the Draft Plan of ManagenieRoM) states Nature reserves are
reserved under the NPW Actpootect and conserve areas containing outstanding,
unique or representative ecosystems, species, coiti@sior natural phenomenhand
“Management of nature reserves aims to minimizeiahce to natural and cultural
heritag€. (page 2)

And here too we are reminded that nature reseniffier from national parks in that the
purpose for reserving lands as nature reserves doéfclude the provision of
opportunities for sustainable visitor use and enment.

But then confusingly, under the heading “Managen@@rjectives” the very last objective
listed is: ‘Resolution of conflicts between recreational usel tihe broader purpose of
and management principles for, nature reserve mamant. (page 3)Does this mean
selected ‘conflicts’ will be resolved simply by &l closing the area to a particular
recreational use or does it hint at some form ofjp@mise? We note for instance that it
is proposed toPermit recreational bushwalking in the reseramd “Extend the track so
that it ends at a lookout poihtpage 17) Such thinking unfortunately perpetuates the myth
that walkers have no impact on the environmentnextension portrays climbers as
demons who destroy the natural world. Neither eséhsimplistic assessments is valid!

The Plan notes that the Reserpedtects an island of remnant vegetation as well as
spectacular granite tor formatiohsgpage 5)and later addsThere is strong evidence to
suggest that Evans Crown was an important placetfewViradjuri people as well as the
neighbouring Gundungurra and Darug pedpl€limbers agree the granite formations
are spectacular, and for them represent a valuabteational resource, but accept there
is a need to preserve the unique natural enviroharehthe area’s cultural heritage.

The granite outcrops of Evans Crown have long etiththe attention of climbers, dating
back to before the area became a nature reseéhay have continued to receive
climbing visitation right up to the present tim@he scarcity of alternative granite sites
close to Sydnéypage 9)accounts for this popularity.

So for the climbing community here is the dilemrhhis popular climbing destination
now lies within a nature reserve and has a spsigjalficance to the traditional owners
and other indigenous people with a connection eécatiea. Although the native plants and
animals listed for this area are unlikely to beutised by climbers any more than they
could be by other users - with the possible exoepdf nesting raptors that may from
time to time use the area — it has been suggdsa¢dltmbing activity on the Crown
offends the Wiradjuri people and so this becomesreern for the climbing community.

Clearly there is a great need for a better undedstg of the Aboriginal connection with
the Evans Crown area and the Plan proposes a hftybe given to preparation and
implementation of a Cultural Heritage ManagemeahPClimbers endorse this proposal
and agree it is an important step in assessinguheral significance of the reserve.
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As part of the CHMP process, or in parallel withthie climbing community would
welcome the opportunity to converse with the Wibaidpeople and with NPWS to
determine how our seemingly divergent interestshtneg-exist.

| ssues:

1. Isitorisn'tit?  There needs to be a clear resolution of the quesss to whether
the Reserve is a) a purely nature conservation@rbaan area of significant Aboriginal
cultural heritage deserving of preservation iroits right or ¢) a combination of these
two. Or could it perhaps be a hybrid form encomipgssonservation of natural and
cultural values while still allowing some level reicreational use?

The approach adopted by the Service to date hadigtithe waters to some extent, with
recreational activities passively accepted andaatbto continue despite the notion that
“Management of nature reserves aims to minimizeriahce to natural and cultural
heritag€ (page 2)There was even the requirement at one time thrabels obtain a

permit from the local area office (then Bathursi) this did not seem to be enforced and
in fact climbers found, when seeking such a pennaitsystem was in place to issue one.

Whilst it may be true that such ‘anomalies’ aresuit of a lack of resources available to
the Service it does not engender a satisfactosl levcompliance — in fact the opposite!

2. Climbers and bolts. It needs to be understood that climbers placeuaedolts
in different ways. Single placements at intervgdghe climb provide intermediate
protection points to hopefully prevent the leadnder being injured in the event of a fall.

At the top of the climb a double placement may §eduas a ‘belay’ or anchor point to
secure the lead climber who then manages the imtalape to protect the next climber
as they in turn ascend. In some situations thif@ngoint may consist of two or more
bolts equipped with rings or short lengths of chaifacilitate a roped descent (abseil)
directly back to the base of the climb. Apart frany convenience this may deliver it
also reduces or eliminates wear and tear on thetatgn and soil of what would
otherwise be the descent route.

On longer climbs an intermediate belay/anchor pmiay be installed and this might
utilise two or more bolts if no natural anchorssexsuch as cracks for placement of
removable protection, or solid trees that can legl der the purpose.

The Plan proposes the removal oick fixtures from areas where they are identitsd
directly impacting on Aboriginal sités(page 18)All reasonable climbers will understand
the philosophical reasons underlying this actionvizel strongly recommend consultation
with the climbing community on this isspeior to any removals occurring so that the
key desired outcome will be understood and idesttiby all concerned.
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I n conclusion:

* The environmental impacts of climbing within Evaiy®wn Nature Reserve need to
be managed to permit sustainable use.

» Reasonable climbers are prepared to accept sensgbiections on their activities
where it can be appropriately demonstrated thdt sootrols are necessary or
desirable.

» Climbers are aware of, understand, and accepinlieeent dangers of the activity,
including those associated with the use of fixemtgution. Climbers are best
qualified to install, maintain and remove such éixgotection.

* “By using the authority of the resource, rathemthl#ficult-to-enforce restrictions,
land-management agencies may see increased coogbgrconcerned
recreationists.”

» Sydney Rockclimbing Club Inc is always willing togage in dialog with land

managers and other stakeholders to discuss idghpfioblems, and can also act as a

conduit to convey information to the wider climbiogmmunity.

We thank the National Parks and Wildlife Servicegmviding us with the opportunity
to comment on the Evans Crown Nature Reserve Ptaft of Management and hope
that this submission can constitute a worthwhiletgbution to the planning process.

Kevin Westren
Access & Environment Officer
Sydney Rockclimbing Club Inc.
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